
Press release 

Sustainable development needs 
fundamental governance changes 

Global civil society report assesses structural obstacles and 
institutional gaps in the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda 

New York, 8 July 2019: “The world is off-track to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Most governments have failed to turn the transformational vision of the 2030 Agenda into 
real transformational policies. Even worse, xenophobia and authoritarianism are on the rise in a 
growing number of countries.”  

“The implementation of the 2030 Agenda is not just a matter of better policies. It requires more 
holistic and more sweeping shifts in how power is vested, including through institutional and 
governance reforms.” 

“A simple software update is not enough – we have to revisit and reshape the hardware of 
sustainable development, i.e. governance and institutions at all levels.” 

This is the main message of the Spotlight Report 2019, one of the most comprehensive 
independent assessments of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The report is launched on 
the day before the opening of the High Level Political Forum at the United Nations in New York by 
a global coalition of civil society organizations and trade unions. 

“The Spotlight Report 2019 shows, that structural transformation is more needed than ever 
before. It has to start at the local and national level and requires strengthening bottom-up 
governance and governance coherence.” 

“At global level the upcoming review of the High-Level Political Forum should be used to 
overcoming the weakness of this body and transform it to a Sustainable Development Council of 
the United Nations.” 

“The SDG Summit in September, and even more the year 2020 with the 75th anniversary of the 
United Nations will provide important opportunities to translate the calls of the emerging global 
movements for social and environmental justice into political steps towards a new democratic 
multilateralism.” 

The 190-page report is supported by a broad range of civil society organizations and trade unions, 
and informed by the experiences and reports of national and regional groups and coalitions from 
many parts of the world. The contributions cover most aspects of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs 
(and beyond), and reflect the rich geographic and cultural diversity of their authors. 

The Spotlight Report is published by the Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND), the Center 
for Economic and Social Rights (CESR), Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era 
(DAWN), Global Policy Forum (GPF), Public Services International (PSI), Social Watch, Society for 
International Development (SID), and Third World Network (TWN), supported by the Friedrich 
Ebert Stiftung. 



 

Spotlight on Sustainable Development 2019 
Reshaping governance for sustainability: Transforming institutions – shifting power - 
strengthening rights 
Global Civil Society Report on the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs 
Beirut/Bonn/Ferney-Voltaire/Montevideo/New York/Penang/Rome/Suva, July 2019 

www.2030spotlight.org 

#SpotlightSDGs 

 

Contact in New York:  

Barbara Adams, Global Policy Forum (GPF): barbaraadams@globalpolicy.org  

Jens Martens, Global Policy Forum (GPF): jensmartens@globalpolicy.org 

Kate Donald, Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR): kdonald@cesr.org  

Roberto Bissio, Social Watch: rbissio@item.org.uy  

Stefano Prato, Society for International Development (SID): stefanop@sidint.org  

Ziad Abdel Samad, Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND): ziadas@gmail.com  

 

Contributing partners of the Spotlight Report 2019 
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